Lesson Seven: Redemptive Conversations at Work
Colossians 4:2-6 and Daniel 6:1-27
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Colossians 4:2-6

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us, that
God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which | am in prison—
4 that | may make it clear, which is how | ought to speak. > Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best
use of the time. °Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought
to answer each person.

Daniel 6:1-27

11t pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; 2and over
them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, so that the
king might suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps,
because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. # Then the
high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom,
but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was
found in him. > Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we
find it in connection with the law of his God.”

®Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O King Darius, live
forever! 7 All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors
are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever makes petition
to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. # Now, O king,
establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the
Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” ® Therefore King Darius signed the document and
injunction.

10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in
his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave
thanks before his God, as he had done previously. ! Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel
making petition and plea before his God. 12 Then they came near and said before the king, concerning the
injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within
thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing
stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 3 Then they answered
and said before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the
injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.”



4Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And
he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. > Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to
the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or ordinance that the king
establishes can be changed.”

16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king declared to
Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 1 And a stone was brought and laid on the
mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing
might be changed concerning Daniel. ¥ Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no
diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him.

19Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 2° As he came near to the den
where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the
living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 2! Then Daniel
said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not
harmed me, because | was found blameless before Him; and also before you, O king, | have done no harm.”
2 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was
taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 2* And the
king commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the den of
lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the den, the lions
overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces.

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: “Peace be
multiplied to you. 2°| make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the
God of Daniel, for He is the living God, enduring forever; His kingdom shall never be destroyed, and His
dominion shall be to the end. 2’ He delivers and rescues; He works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth,
He who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.”

Discussion Questions:

1. Reread Colossians 4:2-6. Notice what comes first: prayer then work then words. Why?

2. What does it mean for us to “walk in wisdom toward outsiders?” How did Daniel walk in wisdom?

3. How does the Holy Spirit use our Competence, Character, Concern, and Wise Communication to open
doors for the Gospel? How do we close doors?

4. What do we do if we’ve failed at any of these elements of our witness?



Resources for Further Study:

» Dan Doriani, Work: Its Purpose, Dignity, and Transformation
» Tim Keller, Every Good Endeavour: Connecting Your Work to God’s Work
» Sharing the Gospel at Work, https://24sevenfaith.com/books/

Upcoming Opportunities:

» Men’s Solitude Saturday — July 26, 9:00-11:30 am, Grand Hall
» Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study — Our Fall study will begin on Tuesday, September 9.
» Next Work as Mission Event: October 9-10, Dan Doriani

Want to follow up on this “Good Work” conversation?

The following men would be happy to grab a meal or coffee and talk more.
Please reach out via email to schedule a time.

» Bill Peel — bill@24sevenfaith.com

» Kevin Joseph — kevin.joseph@pcpc.org

» Sam Leopold —sam.leopold@pcpc.org

» Blake Schwarz — blakeschwarz@gmail.com


https://24sevenfaith.com/books/

