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Lesson Three: Work in a Fallen World—the Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 
Genesis 3:1-21 
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 1 Now the serpent was more cra/y than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.  
 
 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And 
the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, 
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, 
lest you die. 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the 
woman saw that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 
also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loincloths.  
 
 8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 
But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was faraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who 
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 
The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 
Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
  
14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 
 “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field;  
 on your belly you shall go and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;  
 He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” 



16 To the woman he said, 
 “I will surely mulPply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. 
 Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 
 
17 And to Adam He said, 
 “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree 
  of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
  cursed is the ground because of you; 
  in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
  18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
  19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, Pll you return to the ground, 
  for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 
 20 The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 And the LORD 
God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skin and clothed them. 
 
 
Discussion QuesHons:             

1. How has the Fall shaped the brokenness you experience in your parBcular kind of work? 

2. How does your work contribute to human flourishing, justice, healing, and/or redemption in spite of 
the Fall? 

3. Satan is a deceiver. What lies have you believed about your work, your worth, or your calling?  

4. What do you tend to expect your work to give you that it can’t provide? (e.g. idenBty, security, 
significance, peace)? 

5. Reflecting on Psalm 127:1. How do you need God to join you in your work today?  

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the 
city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”  

6. How can this group pray specifically for you and your work this week?  

Resources for further study: 
 • Dan Doriani, Work: Its Purpose, Dignity, and Transformation 
  • Tim Keller, Every Good Endeavour: Connecting Your Work to God’s Work 
  • theologyofwork.org 
 

Upcoming Opportunities: 
  • Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study – June 10 through July 15, 7:00-8:00 am 
  • Men’s Solitude Saturday – June 28, 9:00-11:30 am, Grand Hall 


