
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;
to all who mourn and long for comfort;
to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;
to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;
and to all who will come, this church opens wide her doors 
and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Park Cities 
Presbyterian Church
October 1, 2023
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Welcome and Announcements		  The Rev. Ron Williams 8:00

		  The Rev. Paul Goebel 9:30/11:00

Call to Worship

Minister:	 All Your works shall give thanks to You, O LORD,
People:	 and all Your saints shall bless You!
Minister: 	 They shall speak of the glory of Your Kingdom
People: 	 and tell of Your power,
Minister: 	 to make known to the children of man Your mighty deeds,
People: 	 and the glorious splendor of Your Kingdom.
Minister: 	 Your Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom,
People: 	 and Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 			
				    Psalm 145.10-13

Hymn of Praise	 “Christ Triumphant, Ever Reigning” 	 GUITING POWER	

   	

 	

	
		

Order for the
Worship of God

October 1, 2023
8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.
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Prayer of Adoration

Profession of Faith			  The Rev. Robby Higginbottom

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
	 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
	 and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
	 the holy catholic church, 
	 the communion of saints, 
	 the forgiveness of sins, 
	 the resurrection of the body, 
	 and the life everlasting. Amen.	 The Apostles’ Creed

Second Grade Bible Presentation
	 9:30

   *  	
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Preparation for Confession 
	 9:30/11:00
			   “The Rose II”	 Ola Gjeilo
	 Instrumental Ensemble • Christopher Adkins, cello

Public Confession of Sin		  Mr. Higginbottom
	

O God of grace,
You have imputed my sin to my substitute, 
	 and have imputed His righteousness to my soul, 
	 clothing me with a bridegroom’s robe,
	 decking me with jewels of holiness. 
But in my Christian walk I am still in rags;
	 my best prayers are stained with sin;
	 my penitential tears are so much impurity;
	 my confessions of wrong are so many aggravations of sin; 
	 my receiving the Spirit is tainted with selfishness. 
I need to repent of my repentance;
I need my tears to be washed;
I have no robe to bring to cover my sins, 
	 no loom to weave my own righteousness;
I am always standing clothed in filthy garments, 
	 and by grace am always receiving change of raiment, 
	 for You justify the ungodly. 
Grant me never to lose sight of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, 
	 the exceeding righteousness of salvation,
	 the exceeding glory of Christ,
	 the exceeding beauty of holiness, 
	 the exceeding wonder of grace!

Private Confession

Words of Assurance and Pardon of the Gospel	

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for He has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has covered me with the robe 
of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 
headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.	 Isaiah 61.10

Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
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  *	Hymn	 “Come, Ye Souls by Sin Afflicted”	 Swain/Wilbur
		  8:00: please sing all stanzas
		  9:30/11:00: choir, stanza 1; all, stanzas 2-4

Prayer of Intercession/Offertory Prayer	 Mr. Higginbottom	

	 In addition to giving via passed offering plates, you are also welcome 
	 to give online at pcpc.org/give or text “give” to 214-833-7724.

Musical Offering	

	 8:00 		  “O Gott, du frommer Gott”	 Johann G. Walther	
			   Mary Preston, organ

	 9:30/11:00	 “Thou Art Holy”	 arr Craig Courtney	
			   Chancel Choir • Instrumental Ensemble
			   Nathan Davy, organ • J. Marty Cope, conducting

Holy, holy, holy, Thou art holy; Thou alone art holy.
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall 
	 rise to Thee; Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! God in three persons, 

blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore Thee, casting down their golden crowns 

around the glassy sea; cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Who wert and art, and evermore shall be.

Thou art holy! Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee, though the 
eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see; Only Thou art holy; there is none 
beside Thee, perfect in power, in love and purity.

Thou art holy! Holy, holy, holy art Thou, O Thou art holy, Thou alone art holy.
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The Doxology  		  OLD HUNDREDTH

During the 9:30 service, 1st and 2nd graders may exit at this time using 
the doors at the front-right of the Sanctuary to meet their teachers for 

Worship Explorers. Children must be checked-in and have a nametag. 
A check-in kiosk is available in the hallway outside the Sanctuary doors.

The Scripture Reading: Revelation 3.1-6	 Mr. Williams 8:00
			   Eliza Beasley and Bennett Brewer 9:30
		  Peregrine Mackenroth and Warren Bell 11:00

And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: “The words of Him who has the 
seven Spirits of God and the seven stars. ’I know your works. You have the 
reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 

2  Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not 
found your works complete in the sight of My God. 

3  Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will 
not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I 
will come against you. 

4  Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their 
garments, and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 

5  The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will 
never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before My 
Father and before His angels. 

6  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”

The Sermon 	 “White Robes for Whitewashed Tombs”	 Mr. Williams 8:00

		  Mr. Goebel 9:30/11:00

	 	

	 Worshipers at 9:30 and 11:00, please continue at the closing hymn.
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The Great Thanksgiving			 
	

Minister: 	 The Lord be with you.  
People:	 And with your spirit.
Minister:	 Lift up your hearts!
People:	 We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:	 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People: 	 It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Minister: 	 It is right and good and a joyful thing, always and everywhere 
	 to give thanks unto You, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 

Everlasting God. 
People:	 Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious 
Name; evermore praising You, and singing:

	

		

The Words of Institution  8:00

Communion  8:00

Please remain seated. 
You will be served by your elders, and we will all partake 

together when so instructed by the pastor.
(The bread being served is gluten free.)
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   *	Closing Hymn	 “Yet Not I, But Through Christ in Me”	 Robinson/Farren/
		  Thompson
	

The Benediction		

Minister:	 Now may Yahweh, the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of 
the earth, who never faints or grows weary, may this God increase 
and renew your strength so that you can go on walking faithfully, 
whether in the light or in darkness.	 Dale Ralph Davis

People:	 Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Dale Ralph Davis 
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	 Music printed by permission: CCLI #364068

Park Cities Presbyterian Church exists to extend the 
transforming presence of the Kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in Dallas and to the world.

Pastors

Senior Pastor
The Rev. Mark Davis

The Rev. Dr. Pete Deison, Emeritus
The Rev. Matt Fray
The Rev. Paul Goebel
The Rev. Pete Hatton
The Rev. Robby Higginbottom
The Rev. Bill Lamberth
The Rev. Tommy Overton
The Rev. Ron Williams

The Postlude	

	 8:00	 “Praeludium in G”	 Nikolaus Bruhns	
			  Mrs. Preston, organ

	 9:30/11:00	 “Fugue in C minor, BWV 582”	 J. S. Bach
	 		 Dr. Davy, organ		

Please stand if you are able.
 

The flowers in our worship service this morning are given to the glory of God.

We thank the following musicians for their leadership in worship this morning:

Jina Aleman, violin
Sasha Adkins, violin 

Rachel McDonald, viola 
Christopher Adkins, cello 
Gerry Wood, French horn 

Joe Ferraro, percussion
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Sermon Notes

	 Revelation 3.1-6
	 “White Robes for Whitewashed Tombs”
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Discussion Questions

The following questions help us engage with the sermon, music, and liturgy 
in this morning’s worship service, and may be useful during personal devotions, 

group studies, and family worship. 

1.	 What is revival? What would genuine revival look like in the Church today?	  

2.	 What was the problem in the church in Sardis? Where do you see this 
	 problem in the Church today? Where do you see this problem in yourself?		
	

3.	 Read Matthew 23.26-28 . Why did Jesus say that the Scribes and Pharisees 
	 were like “whitewashed tombs”? What does this have to do with the church 
	 in Sardis? What does this have to do with us?			
			    	
		   			
	

4.	 Why does Jesus call the church in Sardis to wake up? What does staying 
	 awake have to do with the return of Christ?		
				  
 	  

5.	 In what way do we suffer from spiritual slumber? What things lull us into 
	 complacency?			 
				  
 	

6.	 Read Revelation 3.5. Why does Jesus promise white robes to those who 
	 conquer? What do white robes symbolize in the Bible?

7.	 How does the Gospel invite us to trade in our whitewashed tombs for the 
white robes of Jesus?			 



Highlights
What’s Next? 
We have friendly faces waiting to help you 
connect to Christ and one another at PCPC 
just as you exit the front of the Sanctuary. 
Look for the Connect banner on your way to 
the Grand Hall. We would also love to help 
you abide in and extend Christ. You can find 
out more at the Information Center in the 
Grand Hall. Download the free PCPC mobile 
app to explore more.

Connection Card
Thanks for joining us today! If you are 
new or looking to connect at our church, 
please scan the QR code 
and fill out our Connection 
Card, so we can know you 
were here and help you 
connect.

Understanding the Book  
of Revelation
Tonight 
6:00 P.M. | SANCTUARY

Join us for a lecture with Dr. G.K. Beale, 
Professor of New Testament at Reformed 
Theological Seminary and published 
author. 
pcpc.org/events 

Pumpkin Gospel
October 6  
5:00 P.M. | PCPC COURTYARD

Join PCPC Kids for a fun, family-friendly 
Pumpkin Gospel presentation and a chili 
and corn dog dinner. We ask each family 
to bring one medium size pumpkin to use. 
Please register online.
pcpc.org/events

Church in the City Luncheon 
October 8
12:30 P.M. | FELLOWSHIP HALL  

Sports provide us with unique 
opportunities to build relationships and 
share the Gospel in our city. Join us for 
lunch after church as we discuss this topic.  
pcpc.org/events 

MinistrySafe Training
October 11
6:00 P.M. | SANCTUARY  

We have the privilege of hosting Kimberlee 
Norris, MinistrySafe co-founder, to 
conduct live awareness training. This 
event is open to current volunteers, staff, 
deacons, elders, and anyone considering 
serving in our PCPC Family Ministries. 
Please register.  
pcpc.org/events

Faith & Culture  
Book Discussion
Mondays beginning October 16
12:00 P.M. | FELLOWSHIP HALL  

This five-week lunch-hour discussion of 
Rebecca McLaughlin’s The Secular Creed 
will be led by various PCPC pastors in 
an interactive format evaluating the 
contemporary claims of our culture.
pcpc.org/faithandculture 

Special Events    
ThirdThird Luncheon
TODAY | 12:30 P.M. | FELLOWSHIP HALL C 

Faith Driven Entrepreneur Course
STARTS OCTOBER 4 | 12:00 P.M. | MEZZANINE A

Senior Adults: State Fair Day 
OCTOBER 12 | 9:30 A.M.-3:00 P.M. 

The Bridge:  
What’s Her Story?
OCTOBER 17 | 6:30 P.M.  
FELLOWSHIP HALL  
pcpc.org/events

OCTOBER 1, 2023

GIVE ONLINE
You may scan the QR 
code to give online at 
pcpc.org/give/.

Download the PCPC 
App with iOS or Android device where 
you can give online (including setting up 
recurring gifts).

PARK CITIES  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
4124 Oak Lawn Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75219
pcpc.org 
Social: @parkcitiespca
App: pcpc.org/app
Church Office: 214-224-2500
Pastoral Concerns: 214-224-2742

or pastorsprayer@pcpc.org
24/7 Prayer Line: 214-224-2680

or 24-7prayer@pcpc.org
Sermon Archives: pcpc.org/sermons
Deep Light Podcast: pcpc.org/deeplight
Every Thought Captive: etcdevo.org

GENERAL FUND
2023/2024 Operating Budget   $15,925,000
Jul 1, 2023–Sept 24, 2023 Budget $2,928,913
Jul 1, 2023–Sept 24, 2023 Giving $2,791,749
Budget Variance ($137,164)


