Christmas Eve Family Service



Christmas Eve

Christmas hath a darkness

Brighter than the blazing noon,
Christmas hath a chillness

Warmer than the heat of June,
Christmas hath a beauty

Lovelier than the world can show:
For Christmas bringeth Jesus,

Brought for us so low.

Earth, strike up your music,
Birds that sing and bells that ring;
Heaven hath answering music
For all the Angels soon to sing:
Earth, put on your whitest
Bridal robe of spotless snow:
For Christmas bringeth Jesus,
Brought for us so low.

— Christina Rosetti
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2020

Christmas Eve Family Service
2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Welcome The Rev. Brent Baker 2:00
The Rev. Paul Goebel 4:00

Prelude “Angels We Have Heard on High”  arr Huntsinger/Goeller
Stephen Nielson, piano * Instrumental Ensemble

Call to Worship

Minister: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace
and truth!
People: We have beheld His glory! Alleluia!
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*Prayer of Adoration

Please be seated.

Scripture Reading: John 1.1-5, 9-13

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made
through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made.
In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the
world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own people did
not receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His
name, He gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
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Please be seated.

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9.2, 6
The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.

Read by all children and youth under the age of 18:

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.

For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government
shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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Scripture Reading: Luke 2.1, 3-7 Porter Moffit 2:00

Ann Elise Goebel 4:00
Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

! In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered.

3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town.

4+ And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea,
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David,

5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with Child.

¢ And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.

7 And she gave birth to her firstborn Son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths
and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Prayer of Intercession/Offertory Prayer

A portion of tonight’s offering will be given to the
Presbyterian Church in America Ministerial Relief Fund.

In lieu of giving via passed offering plates, you are welcome to place your offering in
one of the wooden giving-boxes as you leave Worship. They are located near the exits.
You may also give online at pcpc.org/give.

Musical Offering “How Great Our Joy” arr. Bob Krogstad
Chancel Choir * Instrumental Ensemble
Dr. Nathan Davy, organ * J. Marty Cope, conductor

While by the sheep we watched at night glad tidings brought an angel bright.
How great our joy! Joy, joy, joy! Praise we the Lord in heaven on high!
There shall be born in a Bethlehem stall this Child who shall redeem us all.
How great our joy! Joy, joy, joy! Praise we the Lord in heaven on high!
This gift of God we'll cherish well, that ever joy our hearts shall fill.
How great our joy! Joy, joy, joy! Praise we the Lord in heaven on high!

*The Scripture Reading: Isaiah 7.14, Matthew 1.18-23

Isaiah 7.14
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a Son, and shall call His name Emmanuel.

Matthew 1.18-23

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be
with Child from the Holy Spirit.

9 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,
resolved to divorce her quietly.

> But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

2 She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sins.”

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

3 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call His name
Emmanuel” (which means, God with us).
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Christmas Eve Meditation “God with Us” Mr. Baker z:00
Mr. Goebel 4:00
Musical Acclamation “O Holy Night” arr. Bob Krogstad
Claire Dillahunty, vocalist
Carol “Silent Night! Holy Night!” STILLE NACHT
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Christmas Prayer



*Closing Carol of Celebration “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” MENDELSSOHN
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*The Blessing

Minister: Glory be to Thee, O Father Almighty, who hast given us Thine
only-begotten Son, that we might live through Him. Glory be to
Thee, O Lord Jesus Christ, who became man that we might
become sons of God. Glory be to Thee, O Holy Spirit, who
directs and rules our hearts.

All: (with a great voice) Thanks be to God for His indescribable
gift! Amen!
Postlude “Bring A Torch, Jeanette, Isabella” Keith Chapman

Dr. Davy, organ

*Please stand if you are able.

Park Cities Presbyterian Church exists to extend the
transforming presence of the Kingdom of our
Lord Jesus Christ in Dallas and to the world.

We thank the following musicians for their leadership in our Christmas Eve service:

Lucas Aleman, violin Laura Shouha, oboe

Jennifer Betz, violin David Lesser, French horn
Christine Hwang, viola Nancy Piper, French horn
Keira Fullerton, cello Mike McNicholas, percussion

Ebonee Thomas, flute

Music printed by permission: CCLI #364068
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