
Park Cities Presbyterian Church
December 24, 2017

Fourth Sunday of Advent



Prelude     
 
                         “Angels We Have Heard on High/O Come, All Ye Faithful”	 arr. Dan Goeller
	 Stephen Nielson, piano • Dr. Nathan Davy, organ • String Ensemble

Call to Worship		  The Rev. Chad Scruggs
		

Minister: 	 This is the day that the LORD has made;
People: 	 Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Minister: 	 Save us, we pray, O LORD!
People: 	 O LORD, we pray, give us success!
Minister: 	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
People: 	 We bless you from the house of the LORD.
All: 	 The LORD is God,
    	     and He has made His light to shine upon us.	 Psalm 118.24-27a

Carol No. 214 		  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 	 GLORIA

Prayer of Adoration

Profession of Faith		  The Rev. Paul Goebel 9:30

			   The Rev. Robby Higginbotom 11:00

Have this mind among yourselves, 
	 which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
	 who, though He was in the form of God, 
	 did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied Himself, 
	 by taking the form of a servant, 
	 being born in the likeness of men.
And being found in human form, 
	 He humbled Himself by becoming obedient 
	 to the point of death, 
	 even death on a cross.
Therefore God has highly exalted Him 
	 and bestowed on Him the name 
	 that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
	 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
	 to the glory of God the Father.		 Philippians 2.5-11

  *	
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Order for the
Worship of God

December 24, 2017
9:30 and 11:00 am

Fourth Sunday of Advent



Carol No. 224	 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 	 GO TELL IT

	
	

Public Confession of Sin		
  

O Lord, I marvel that You purposed to become flesh 
	 so that You might be crucified, dead, and buried for me. 
Grant me to die with You that I may rise to new life. 
Purge me from selfishness, pride, and the fear of man. 
Lord, high and holy, meek and lowly,	
	 let me learn by paradox
     		  that the way down is the way up,
		  that to be low is to be high,
 		  that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit,
		  that to have nothing is to possess all,
  		  that to give is to receive,
 		  that the valley is the place of vision,
 		

Private Confession

Words of Assurance and Pardon of the Gospel

But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right 
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.	 John 1.12-13 

Musical Meditation 	 “Mary, Did You Know?” 	 Green
	 Laurie Hargrave, soprano • Taylor Hargrave, tenor
	 Mr. Nielson, piano

Prayer of Intercession/Offertory Prayer	 Mr. Goebel 9:30

		  Mr. Higginbottom 11:00
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Musical Offering   	 “Candlelight Carol”	 John Rutter
		  Chancel Choir • J. Marty Cope, director
		  Mr. Nielson, piano • Dr. Davy, organ

How do you capture the wind on the water?
How do you count all the stars in the sky?

How can you measure the love of a mother, 
Or how can you write down a baby’s first cry?

Candle light, angel light, firelight and star-glow
Shine on His cradle till breaking of dawn.

Gloria, Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Angels are singing, the Christ Child is born.

Shepherds and wise men will kneel and adore Him,
Seraphim round Him their vigil will keep;

Nations proclaim Him their Lord and their Savior, 
But Mary will hold Him and sing Him to sleep.

Find Him at Bethlehem laid in a manger
Christ our Redeemer asleep in the hay.

Godhead incarnate and hope of salvation
A Child with His mother that first Christmas day.

The Greeting of Peace

Minister:	 For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light do we see light.
	 The Peace of the Lord be with you always.	 Psalm 36.9

 People:	 And also with you.

The Service of Friendship

If you are seated on the left end of the pew, please take the Service of Friendship pad, 
fill out the information and pass it down. When it arrives at the other end
of the pew, pass it back, taking note of those who are seated in your row.

The Scripture Reading		  Luke 1.46-56
 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,  
47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48  for He has looked on the humble estate of His servant. For behold, from now 

on all generations will call me blessed;  
49  for He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name.  
50  And His mercy is for those who fear Him from generation to generation.  

  *	
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51  He has shown strength with His arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts;  

52  He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of 
humble estate;  

53  He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away 
empty.  

54  He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy,  
55  as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to His offspring forever.”  
56  And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

The Sermon		  Signs and Wonders	 Mr. Scruggs
				    “The Voice of the Vulnerable”	 	
	

		

Closing Carol No. 203  	   “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”	 MENDELSSOHN

The Benediction		

Minister:	 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD 
has risen upon you. 		  Isaiah 60.1

People:	 Thanks be to God! Amen.

Postlude	 “Finale” from Variations on a Noel	 Marcel Dupre
	 Dr. Nathan Davy, organ
	 	

Please stand if you are able.

The flowers in our worship service this morning are given by the Figari family 
to the glory of God and in celebration of J. Marty Cope, Nathan Davy, 
and all the voices in the choirs, with gratitude for the glorious praise 

of God they bring to our worship through music.

My heart, O God, is steadfast; I will sing and make music with all my soul.
Psalm 108:1
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We thank the following musicians for their participation in worship this morning:

Lucas Aleman, violin
Sasha Adkins, violin

Ann Marie Hudson Brink, violin
Chris Adkins, cello

Stephen Nielson, piano
Dr. Nathan Davy, organ
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	 Music printed by permission: CCLI #364068

	 MINISTERS

	 The members of this church family who, in serving their Savior and Lord, 
	 Jesus Christ, extend His Kingdom in Dallas and to the world.

Park Cities Presbyterian Church exists to extend the transforming presence 
of the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ in Dallas and to the world.

	        elcome to Park Cities Presbyterian Church. We are glad you joined us today. 

We want to come alongside you in hospitality and prayer. At the conclusion of 
our services, there are men and women at the front and back of the sanctuary 
to meet and pray with you—in complete confidence. 

If you are experiencing an unexpected pregnancy, you are loved. For support, 
please speak with us or call Thrive Women’s Clinic at 214-343-9263 or Kari 
Stainback at 214-224-2738.

“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in 
honor . . . rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 
contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.”  Romans 12.10, 12, 13

W
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The Rev. Matt Fray

Executive Director
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Senior Pastor

The Rev. Mark Davis
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The Rev. Mark Davis, Moderator
Dr. Pete Deison
Jack Denman
Don Dillahunty
Pete Flowers
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Sermon Notes

	 Luke 1.46-56
	
	 Signs and Wonders
	 “The Voice of the Vulnerable”
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Order of Worship for the Home – The Week of December 24, 2017

Praise

Call to Worship  (everyone together)

This is the day that the LORD has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, 
we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the LORD!

“Candlelight Carol”  (read or sing these words together)

Please see the choir anthem text on page four.

Hearing and Learning God’s Word

Scripture Reading:  Luke 1.46-56  (one person read the Scripture aloud)

Questions for Discussion  (may be answered in one worship time or spread over 
	 several times)

1.	 What does it mean to praise God?
2.	 What are some of the things for which Mary praises God?  How does 
	 Mary describe God?
3.	 Mary says that she is blessed. What makes her blessed?
4.	 Does Mary have confidence in herself or does she place it in God?  How 
	 can you tell?
5.	 How does Mary set an example for us?
6.	 In his earthly life, how does Jesus show himself to be (1) mighty, (2) holy, 
	 and (3) merciful? 
7.	 In what ways can you trust Jesus more? 

Scripture Memory for December:  (memorize this passage of Scripture this month)

Luke 2.15-20
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16  And they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the Baby lying in a manger. 17  And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this Child. 18  And 
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19  But Mary trea-
sured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20  And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.

				 
Prayer

Prayer  (saying together)
	
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.


