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LESSON FIVE • “ACTING LIKE MEN IN THE WORLD” 

1 Corinthians 16:13-14; 5:9-13; 10:7-14; 1:18-31; 13; Psalm 115:1-8 
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1 Corinthians 16:13-14 

 

13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.  
14 Let all that you do be done in love. 

 
 
1 Corinthians 5:9-13 

 

9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—10 not at all 
meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since 
then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you not to associate 
with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is 
an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I 
to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? 13 God 
judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” 

 
 
1 Corinthians 10:7-14 

 

7 Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and 
drink and rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, 
and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of 
them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of them did and were 
destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them as an example, but they 
were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let 
anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you 
that is not common to man. God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your 
ability, but with the temptation He will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to 
endure it. 14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

 
 



 
Psalm 115:1-8 
 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

 
  “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 
not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save 
those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of 
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And 
because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in 
the Lord.” 

 
 
1 Corinthians 13 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
1. Review Paul’s warning in 1 Corinthians 5. For what do we need to be watchful?  

 
2. How do we stand firm in the faith? What might help you flee idolatry? 
  
3. What does it mean to act like men out in the world?  
 
4. Review Paul’s exhortation in 1 Corinthians 1. How can we be strong (in the Lord)?  
 
5. What is one thing you can do to reflect the love of Christ out in the world this week? 


