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Lesson Seven: The Pride of Israel 

Hosea 5:1-15  
Robby Higginbo<om | March 3, 2026 

 
Hosea 5:1-15 
 
1 Hear this, O priests! Pay aAenBon, O house of Israel! 
Give ear, O house of the king! For the judgment is for you; 
for you have been a snare at Mizpah and a net spread upon Tabor. 
2 And the revolters have gone deep into slaughter, but I will discipline all of them. 
3 I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hidden from Me; 
for now, O Ephraim, you have played the whore; Israel is defiled. 
4 Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. 
For the spirit of whoredom is within them, and they know not the LORD. 
5 The pride of Israel tesBfies to his face;  
Israel and Ephraim shall stumble in his guilt; Judah also shall stumble with them. 
6 With their flocks and herds they shall go to seek the LORD, 
but they will not find Him; He has withdrawn from them. 
7 They have dealt faithlessly with the LORD; for they have borne alien children. 
Now the new moon shall devour them with their fields. 
 
8 Blow the horn in Gibeah, the trumpet in Ramah. 
Sound the alarm at Beth-aven; we follow you, O Benjamin! 
9 Ephraim shall become a desolaBon in the day of punishment; 
among the tribes of Israel I make known what is sure. 
10 The princes of Judah have become like those who move the landmark; 
upon them I will pour out my wrath like water. 
11 Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgment, because he was determined to go aVer filth.  
12 But I am like a moth to Ephraim, and like dry rot to the house of Judah. 
13 When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his wound, 
then Ephraim went to Assyria, and sent to the great king. 
But he is not able to cure you or heal your wound. 
14 For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, and like a young lion to the house of Judah. 
I, even I, will tear and go away; I will carry off, and no one shall rescue. 
 
15 I will return again to My place, unBl they acknowledge their guilt and seek My face, 
and in their distress earnestly seek Me.” 



Discussion Ques+ons:             

1. What is the essence of pride? (Hos 5:5, 4, 11; James 4:4-6) 
2. What are the effects of pride? (Hos 5:3-4; Jer 2:12-13) 
3. What are the “Mizpahs” and “Tabors” in our culture (i.e. places of false worship)? 

What are the “Assyrias” for us (i.e. sources of false security)?  
Why are we tempted to worship and entrust ourselves to other gods/people?   

4. How do we “go through the motions” in worshiping God? (Hos 5:6; Matt 15:7-9) 
What does the Lord think of our “lip service” worship?  

5. What does it mean for God to “withdraw” from people? (Hos 5:6; Rom 1:24, 26, 28) 
6. God compares His judgment to a flood (10), a moth (12), rot (12), a sickness/wound (13),  

and a lion (14). How do these paint a vivid picture of God’s righteous judgment?  
7. Read Hebrews 12:3-11. How does the Lord discipline His children (Hos 5:2, 15)? 

How have you seen God’s loving discipline in your own life? 
8. “Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God?” (Hos 5:4) 

When we’re trapped in sin, what leads us to repent and return to the Lord? (Rom 2:4) 
Is there a particular area of your life where you need the grace of repentance?  

 
 
 
 
 
Use the words of James 4 to guide your time in prayer together. 

But He gives more grace.  
Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

Submit yourselves therefore to God.  
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

Be wretched and mourn and weep.  
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you. 
James 4:6-10 

 


