Lesson Ten: The Birth of Samson
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13 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, so the LORD gave
them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years.

2There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was Manoah. And
his wife was barren and had no children. > And the angel of the LoRD appeared to the woman
and said to her, “Behold, you are barren and have not borne children, but you shall conceive
and bear a son. * Therefore be careful and drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing
unclean, °for behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head, for
the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin to save Israel from the
hand of the Philistines.” ® Then the woman came and told her husband, “A man of God came to
me, and his appearance was like the appearance of the angel of God, very awesome. | did not
ask him where he was from, and he did not tell me his name, 7 but he said to me, ‘Behold, you
shall conceive and bear a son. So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean,
for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his death.””

8Then Manoah prayed to the LORD and said, “O Lord, please let the man of God whom you sent
come again to us and teach us what we are to do with the child who will be born.” ® And God
listened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman as she sat in
the field. But Manoah her husband was not with her. 1°So the woman ran quickly and told her
husband, “Behold, the man who came to me the other day has appeared to me.” * And
Manoah arose and went after his wife and came to the man and said to him, “Are you the man
who spoke to this woman?” And he said, “l am.” *> And Manoah said, “Now when your words
come true, what is to be the child's manner of life, and what is his mission?” ** And the angel of
the LoRD said to Manoah, “Of all that | said to the woman let her be careful. **She may not eat
of anything that comes from the vine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink, or eat any
unclean thing. All that | commanded her let her observe.”



Discussion Questions

1.

We all struggle with assurances, but from the text, how does God give us
assurance?

. In what ways are we the ‘Nazir of God?’

. Samson’s consecration was outward, yet we see in his life it never really

became inward. Are there ways in which we practice outward consecration
that does not truly affect our being?

The speaker relates visionaries with God’s decrees (being over-arching),
and realists with God’s providence (the practical means). How do the two
work together? What are the dangers of them being set one against the
other?

. In the text, the people had become complacent in their subordinate

relationship to their neighbors. Do we see this complacency in ourselves?



