Lesson Five: The Call of Gideon

Judges 6:11-18
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6 * Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to
Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress to hide it
from the Midianites. *2 And the angel of the LorRD appeared to him and said to him, “The LoORD is
with you, O mighty man of valor.” ** And Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the LORD is with
us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds that our
fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD
has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.” ** And the LorD turned to him and said,
“Go in this might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not | send you?” ** And
he said to him, “Please, Lord, how can | save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in
Manasseh, and | am the least in my father's house.” ' And the LoRrD said to him, “But | will be
with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as one man.” *” And he said to him, “If now | have
found favor in your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you who speak with me. *® Please do not
depart from here until | come to you and bring out my present and set it before you.” And he
said, “I will stay till you return.”

Discussion Questions:

1. What is the significance of the threshing floor experience in the life the believer? In my own life?
2. How does self-confidence differ from being confident in the Lord? How are they alike?

3. Is our weakness a hindrance to God? What are hindrances to God using us?

4. What's the difference between calling and ambition?

5. We spoke of being too fearful for God to use and too strong for God to use. What does that look
like practically?

6. What are the five things the speaker says everyone needs to know in order to be used by God?



