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Heb. 11:21   
21By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head 
of his staff. 
 
Gen. 47:29-31   
29And when the time drew near that Israel must die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, “If 
now I have found favor in your sight, put your hand under my thigh and promise to deal kindly and 
truly with me. Do not bury me in Egypt, 30 but let me lie with my fathers. Carry me out of Egypt and 
bury me in their burying place.” He answered, “I will do as you have said.” 31 And he said, “Swear 
to me”; and he swore to him. Then Israel bowed himself upon the head of his bed. 
 
Gen. 48: 1-20 
1After this, Joseph was told, “Behold, your father is ill.” So he took with him his two sons, 
Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 And it was told to Jacob, “Your son Joseph has come to you.” Then Israel 
summoned his strength and sat up in bed. 3 And Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to 
me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 4 and said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful 
and multiply you, and I will make of you a company of peoples and will give this land to your 
offspring after you for an everlasting possession.’ 5 And now your two sons, who were born to you 
in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, 
as Reuben and Simeon are. 6 And the children that you fathered after them shall be yours. They 
shall be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 7 As for me, when I came from 
Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan on the way, when there was still some 
distance to go to Ephrath, and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).” 

8 When Israel saw Joseph's sons, he said, “Who are these?” 9 Joseph said to his father, “They are 
my sons, whom God has given me here.” And he said, “Bring them to me, please, that I may bless 
them.” 10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could not see. So Joseph brought 
them near him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11 And Israel said to Joseph, “I never 
expected to see your face; and behold, God has let me see your offspring also.” 12 Then Joseph 
removed them from his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth. 13 And Joseph took 
them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand 
toward Israel's right hand, and brought them near him. 14 And Israel stretched out his right hand 
and laid it on the head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his left hand on the head of 
Manasseh, crossing his hands (for Manasseh was the firstborn). 15 And he blessed Joseph and said, 

“The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, 
    the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day, 
16 the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys; 



 

 
    and in them let my name be carried on, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; 
    and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.” 

17 When Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him, 
and he took his father's hand to move it from Ephraim's head to Manasseh's head. 18 And Joseph 
said to his father, “Not this way, my father; since this one is the firstborn, put your right hand on 
his head.” 19 But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know. He also shall become a 
people, and he also shall be great. Nevertheless, his younger brother shall be greater than he, and 
his offspring shall become a multitude of nations.” 20 So he blessed them that day, saying, 

“By you Israel will pronounce blessings, saying, 
‘God make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh.’” 

Thus he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 

 
  
  
Discussion Questions:           
 

1. While Christianity seems to be declining in the West, it is growing rapidly all over the 
Third World. Why is this both discouraging and encouraging? What does this demonstrate 
about the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 

2. Why did God change Jacob’s name? What does this have to do with Jacob’s story of 
redemption? In what way has your faith sometimes felt like wrestling with God? 

3. At the end of Jacob’s life he bowed in worship over the head of his staff (Hebrews 
11:21). How does the staff symbolize the life of faith? What do you hope your faith will 
look like at the end of your life? 

4. As Joseph reflected on all the pain his brothers had caused, he said, “you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good.” What does this teach us about the providence of 
God? What does this teach us about the cross of Jesus Christ? 

5. Which of Joseph’s sons received the greater blessing? Where else do we see this pattern 
in the Bible?   

6. What does the role of the younger brother teach us about the Christian life? How does 
this give us hope for the future of Christianity in the United States? 

 


