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Matt.	5:33			“Again	you	have	heard	that	it	was	said	to	those	of	old,	‘You	shall	not	
swear	falsely,	but	shall	perform	to	the	Lord	what	you	have	sworn.’	34	But	I	say	to	
you,	Do	not	take	an	oath	at	all,	either	by	heaven,	for	it	is	the	throne	of	God,	35	or	
by	the	earth,	for	it	is	His	footstool,	or	by	Jerusalem,	for	it	is	the	city	of	the	great	
King.	36	And	do	not	take	an	oath	by	your	head,	for	you	cannot	make	one	hair	white	
or	black.	37	Let	what	you	say	be	simply	‘Yes’	or	‘No’;	anything	more	than	this	
comes	from	evil.	

Matt.	5:38			“You	have	heard	that	it	was	said,	‘An	eye	for	an	eye	and	a	tooth	for	a	
tooth.’	39	But	I	say	to	you,	Do	not	resist	the	one	who	is	evil.	But	if	anyone	slaps	you	
on	the	right	cheek,	turn	to	him	the	other	also.	40	And	if	anyone	would	sue	you	and	
take	your	tunic,	let	him	have	your	cloak	as	well.	41	And	if	anyone	forces	you	to	go	
one	mile,	go	with	him	two	miles.	42	Give	to	the	one	who	begs	from	you,	and	do	
not	refuse	the	one	who	would	borrow	from	you.	

Matt.	5:43			“You	have	heard	that	it	was	said,	‘You	shall	love	your	neighbor	and			
hate	your	enemy.’	44	But	I	say	to	you,	Love	your	enemies	and	pray	for	those	who	
persecute	you,	45	so	that	you	may	be	sons	of	your	Father	who	is	in	heaven.	For	He	
makes	his	sun	rise	on	the	evil	and	on	the	good,	and	sends	rain	on	the	just	and	on	
the	unjust.	46	For	if	you	love	those	who	love	you,	what	reward	do	you	have?	Do	
not	even	the	tax	collectors	do	the	same?	47	And	if	you	greet	only	your	brothers,	
what	more	are	you	doing	than	others?	Do	not	even	the	Gentiles	do	the	same?	
48	You	therefore	must	be	perfect,	as	your	heavenly	Father	is	perfect.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Table	Discussion	Questions:	 	 	 	
	

1. Do	you	think	it’s	true	that	we	excuse	ourselves	too	readily	when	it	comes	to	
our	own	character/righteousness?		Why	do	we	expect	less	of	ourselves	in	
this	area?		Describe	some	of	the	thinking	that	goes	on	behind	this	
tendency.	

	

2. What	happens	when	we	don’t	hold	onto	both	of	Jesus’	messages	at	the	
same	time:	the	message	of	radical	inclusivity	(poverty	of	spirit)	and	the	
message	of	radical	demand	(be	perfect)?		In	your	journey	with	God,	which	
message	tends	to	get	diminished?		Why?	

	

3. Why	is	superficial	righteousness	so	alluring	as	a	counterfeit	to	all	Jesus	
wants	us	to	be?		How	do	you	see	superficial	righteousness	present	in	our	
own	world	(and	your	own	life)	today?	

	

4. Of	these	last	three	examples	given	by	Jesus	(integrity	of	speech,	mercy	in	
the	face	of	retaliation,	love	that	extends	beyond	the	bonds	of	natural	
affection),	which	speaks	to	you	most	powerfully	this	morning?	How	do	you	
see	this	present	in	the	perfection	of	Jesus?	

	

5. How	is	the	call	of	Jesus	in	v.	48	different	than	“perfectionism”?	

	
	

6. Apprenticeship	takes	time	with	a	"master"	and	surrender	to	his	
leadership.		What	are	practical	ways	you	can	incorporate	both	into	your	
life	this	week,	as	you	follow	your	heavenly	Father?			


