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Romans 6:15-23: Slaves to Righteousness

Romans 6:15-23

15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!

16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are
slaves of the one whom you obey, cither of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which
leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have
become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed,
18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking
in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your
members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now
present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But what
fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the
end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Questions for Discussion:

1. What question is Paul speaking to throughout this section? How would you put that
question in your own words? Why do you think it’s an important question to answer?

2. What is the main argument Paul brings against the idea that Christians are free to live any
way they want?

3. Contrast the two possible slaveries in this section in terms of their:
a. Origins.
b. Developments.
c. Outcomes.
4. Is it hard for you to believe that you are a new creation? Why? What “holes” still seem
to have power over you?

5. How can you continually present your whole life to God? How might this happen
practically for you this week?



