
When It’s Time For New HVAC
Off-season pricing 

makes it a smart buy 
if you unit is older
 
The average lifespan of 

these units is 15 to 20 years, so 
it may be time to think about 
a replacement. 

If this description fits your 
HVAC system, then consider 
buying before disaster strikes 
during low-demand cooler 
months. Prices go up for 
parts, units and service as 
temperatures rise – and you 
don’t want to risk a failure in 
the heat of summer. 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
Be aware of ever-increasing 

energy costs, checking them 
on a year-over-year basis per 
month. You should also be 
concerned if your repair costs 
have reached more than half 
the cost of a new unit. More 
dust around the home, or 
poorer air quality are signals. 
Oftentimes, people simply 
notice that the HVAC system is 
struggling to keep the home at 
a comfortable temp. Have a 
professional evaluate the sys-
tem itself, while looking for 
air leaks in the ductwork or 
home. These leaks can have a 
huge impact on your unit’s 
heating and cooling ability. 

NEW ADVANCES
Modern HVAC units offer 

vast improvements, even over 
counterparts from just a 

decade ago. In particular, 
older units use a lot more 

energy. Some experts say you 
can save 20 to 40 percent on 

cooling costs with an upgrade. 
Look for the Energy Star rat-
ing from the U.S. Department 
of Energy, which certify that 
these units are some 15 per-
cent more efficient than stan-
dard models – a potential dif-
ference of hundreds of dollars 
annually.  

BUYING A NEW ONE
When evaluating new units, 

look for HVACs that include a 
Seasonal Energy Efficiency 
Ratio (or SEER) that’s greater 
than 11.6, a thermal expan-
sion valve, and variable-speed 
air handlers. Fan-only switch-
es allow for ventilation at 
night while reducing your 
costs. Check-filter lights offer 
helpful reminders, while an 
automatic-delay switch will 
turn off the fan a little while 
after the compressor stops. 
Programmable thermostats 
also offer options that use less 
energy when you are away. 

BEFORE 
INSTALLATION

Before installing a new unit, 
be sure that there are enough 
registers to adequately air 
condition the property – and 
enough return registers to get 
enough air back to the system. 
Insulate attic ducts and seal 
all leaks. Make sure nothing is 
blocking airflow to the con-
densing unit, and that the 
thermostat is away from 
sources of heat. 
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Tapping Home Equity 
Major home repair like a new HVAC or other home improvements can be funded by tapping into your 
home equity through a line of credit. Just remember that as with a mortgage, these credit lines 
include added costs that are passed along. You will be charged an appraisal fee, an application fee, 
various advance charges like points and closing costs that include attorney fees, a title search, 
preparation and filing of the mortgage, taxes, and title and property insurance. 
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When It’s Time For New HVAC
 The average lifespan of these units 

is 15 to 20 years, so it may be time to 
think about a replacement. 

If this description fits your HVAC 
system, then consider buying before 
disaster strikes during low-demand 
cooler months. Prices go up for parts, 
units and service as temperatures rise 
– and you don’t want to risk a failure 
in the heat of summer. 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
Be aware of ever-increasing energy 

costs, checking them on a year-over-
year basis per month. You should also 

be concerned if your repair costs have 
reached more than half the cost of a 
new unit. More dust around the home, 
or poorer air quality are signals. 
Oftentimes, people simply notice that 
the HVAC system is struggling to keep 
the home at a comfortable temp. Have 
a professional evaluate the system 
itself, while looking for air leaks in the 
ductwork or home. These leaks can 
have a huge impact on your unit’s 
heating and cooling ability. 

NEW ADVANCES
Modern HVAC units offer vast 

improvements, even over counterparts 
from just a decade ago. In particular, 
older units use a lot more energy. Some 
experts say you can save 20 to 40 per-
cent on cooling costs with an upgrade. 
Look for the Energy Star rating from 
the U.S. Department of Energy, which 
certify that these units are some 15 per-
cent more efficient than standard mod-
els – a potential difference of hundreds 
of dollars annually.  

BUYING A NEW ONE
When evaluating new units, look for 

HVACs that include a Seasonal Energy 
Efficiency Ratio (or SEER) that’s greater 
than 11.6, a thermal expansion valve, 
and variable-speed air handlers. Fan-
only switches allow for ventilation at 

night while reducing your costs. Check-
filter lights offer helpful reminders, 
while an automatic-delay switch will 
turn off the fan a little while after the 
compressor stops. Programmable ther-
mostats also offer options that use less 
energy when you are away. 

BEFORE INSTALLATION
Before installing a new unit, be sure 

that there are enough registers to ade-
quately air condition the property – 
and enough return registers to get 
enough air back to the system. 
Insulate attic ducts and seal all leaks. 
Make sure nothing is blocking airflow 
to the condensing unit, and that the 
thermostat is away from sources of 
heat. 

Ad valorem tax: Charged by local government, this tax is based on the value of the property, as determined by the local government authorities. SOURCE: MLS.com
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