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Shop Local
For The Holidays



SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS  |  DIY LOCAL GIFTS

Many people love to 
give homemade gifts.

These gifts show loved ones 
how much you care and pro-
vide you with a creative oppor-
tunity to gift something unique 
and personal. In the spirit of 
supporting local communities, 
you can explore the world of 
do-it-yourself gift ideas that 
incorporate locally sourced 
materials or products. By 
embracing the charm of home-
made presents crafted with 
care, you can create unique 
gifts while also supporting 
local artisans and producers. 

Here are some creative DIY 
gift ideas that will bring joy to 
your recipients and celebrate 
the spirit of shopping local.

CANDLES
Light up the season with the 

warm glow of homemade can-
dles. Use locally sourced bees-
wax, which not only lends a 
delightful fragrance but also 
supports local beekeepers.

Whether you choose to cre-
ate scented candles with essen-
tial oils or experiment with dif-
ferent molds and colors, each 
hand-poured candle will carry 
the essence of your local com-
munity.

BATH AND BODY 
PRODUCTS

Pamper your loved ones 
with luxurious handcrafted 
bath and body products 
infused with locally grown 
herbs. From soothing bath 
salts and invigorating scrubs to 
aromatic lotions and healing 
balms, these DIY creations will 

provide a blissful spa-like 
experience.

Incorporate herbs grown in 
your region to honor local agri-
culture and tap into the heal-
ing powers of nature. Local 
farmers markets and grocery 
stores that purchase local are 
good places to get these herbs 

while some of the other prod-
ucts can be purchased from 
local boutiques.

RECIPE JOURNALS
Capture cherished family 

recipes and culinary traditions 
by creating personalized recipe 
journals. Use locally inspired 

designs and include recipes 
featuring regional flavors. 
Consider incorporating ingre-
dients sourced from local 
farmers’ markets or specialty 
stores, adding a touch of local 
authenticity to each dish. This 
gift celebrates the joy of cook-
ing and preserves family tradi-

tions while supporting local 
food producers.

Consider getting the journal 
printed at a local print shop 
and then pairing it with locally 
purchased ingredients when 
gifting it.

CUSTOM GIFT BASKETS
Curate customized gift bas-

kets brimming with locally 
crafted delights. Fill them 
with an array of artisanal 
goodies such as handmade 
chocolates, gourmet pre-
serves, locally roasted coffee 
or artisan cheeses. Showcase 
the diversity and quality of 
your local community’s offer-
ings while providing a delight-
ful assortment that appeals to 
various tastes.

Add a personal touch with a 
handwritten note, expressing 
the significance of shopping 
local. Depending on your 
skills, you can make the basket 
by crocheting, knitting, weav-
ing or sculpting. 

UPCYCLED HOME DÉCOR
Give new life to discarded 

items and create unique home 
décor pieces with a local 
touch. Repurpose materials 
like reclaimed wood, vintage 
fabrics or recycled glass to 
make beautiful and eco-friend-
ly gifts. Create customized pic-
ture frames, decorative plant-
ers or hand-painted signs that 
embody the spirit of sustain-
ability and local craftsman-
ship.

Whatever you choose, get 
ready to roll up your sleeves, 
unleash your creativity and 
give the gift of love, care and 
local charm this season.

Supplies for Homemade Gifts
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SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS  |  PERFORMING ARTS

The air is filling with 
anticipation and 
merriment. It’s a  
time for creating 
memories with  

loved ones.

It’s also the perfect time to 
immerse yourself in the 
enchantment of live entertain-
ment and celebrate the local 
talent that shines in your com-
munity. From engaging the-
ater productions to soul-stir-
ring music concerts and capti-
vating dance performances, 
local performing arts organi-
zations offer a plethora of hol-
iday-themed events that are 
sure to ignite the spirit of the 
season. 

Join in the celebration, sup-
port local artists and experi-
ence the magic of live perfor-
mances that will create lasting 
memories.

THEATER PRODUCTIONS
Local theaters love to 

include holiday productions in 
their seasons. Some turn to 
timeless tales such as “A 
Christmas Carol” or variations 
on “It’s a Wonderful Life” that 
they offer year-to-year. Others 
put on new and original plays 
or musicals that showcase the 
talents of local actors and 
playwrights. In addition to 
theater companies, many 
local religious organizations 
will put on nativity plays or 
Hanukkah skits.

These productions show-
case the talents of local actors, 
directors and stage designers. 

Attend a performance at your 
neighborhood theater and be 
transported to a world of won-
der, laughter, tears and heart-
warming stories.

MUSIC CONCERTS
Let the power of music fill 

your heart with joy by attend-
ing local holiday concerts and 
being swept away by harmo-
nies that stir the soul. From 
symphony orchestras and 
chamber ensembles to choirs 
and bands, local music venues 

offer a rich array of perfor-
mances that celebrate the 
magic of the season. Carolers 
and bell choirs often put on 
outdoor concerts in town 
squares or throughout the 
community.

Experience the transcen-
dent beauty of holiday melo-
dies, both traditional and con-
temporary, performed by tal-
ented local musicians who 
pour their hearts into each 
note. Be it a grand symphony 
or an intimate acoustic perfor-

mance, these concerts capture 
the essence of community and 
shared experiences.

DANCE PERFORMANCES
For many people, it isn’t the 

holiday season without attend-
ing a production of “The 
Nutcracker,” a performance 
that nearly every ballet com-
pany performs in November 
or December. Many communi-
ties put unique spins on the 
classic ballet, setting it in 
their home region or adding 

local storylines to it.
You can witness the artistry 

and elegance of local dance 
companies as they bring holi-
day-themed performances to 
life through graceful move-
ments and captivating chore-
ography. Some dance compa-
nies have created contempo-
rary dance pieces inspired by 
winter wonders.

These performances show-
case the talent, dedication and 
creative expression of local 
dancers. Attend a perfor-
mance and be swept away by 
the beauty and emotional 
depth of these captivating dis-
plays.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
In addition to formal per-

formances, local communities 
often organize festive events 
and gatherings during the hol-
iday season. These events 
bring people together and fos-
ter a sense of unity and joy. 

From tree lighting ceremo-
nies and parades to holiday 
markets and street festivals, 
these celebrations provide 
opportunities to support local 
businesses, artisans and food 
vendors. Explore the unique 
offerings of your community 
and immerse yourself in the 
cheerful atmosphere that sur-
rounds these joyful occasions.

This season, don’t miss the 
opportunity to support local 
talent and immerse yourself 
in the magic of live entertain-
ment. Gather your loved ones, 
embrace the magic and let the 
performances and events in 
your community create cher-
ished memories that will last a 
lifetime.

The Magic of Local Arts
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SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS  |  CHARITABLE GIVING

It’s a time for giving, 
sharing and 

spreading joy.

This time of year, many 
people make end-of-year 
donations either for a tax 
break or in the spirit of the 
season. While there are many 
national and international 
charities that do great work, 
there are also local charities 
and nonprofits in every com-
munity that work tirelessly to 
make a difference.

There are many ways this 
time of year that you can sup-
port their meaningful work 
through either donations or 
volunteering.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Local charities and non-

profits address various social 
issues and provide essential 
services to those less fortu-
nate. Others are devoted to 
making the community a bet-
ter place to live for everyone 
through cultural enrichment 
or taking care of the environ-
ment. During the holiday sea-
son, the efforts of many of 
these groups become even 
more critical, as they work to 
ensure everyone can experi-
ence the warmth and joy of 
the festivities.

By supporting these organi-
zations, you can make the hol-
idays better for your neigh-
bors and the people in your 
community, helping them 
navigate challenging times 
and creating positive change. 

Tell others about the local 
charitable organizations and 

nonprofits that make your 
community a better place to 
live. Research and showcase 
the diverse range of services 
they provide, such as food 
banks, homeless shelters, toy 

drives, clothing drives and 
programs for children and 
seniors. Talk about them on 
social media. By raising 
awareness about these organi-
zations, you can inspire others 

to get involved and support 
their noble causes.

CONTRIBUTING
One of the most common 

ways to support local charities 

and nonprofits is through 
monetary donations. Consider 
allocating a portion of your 
holiday budget towards chari-
table giving. Even a small 
donation can make a differ-
ence. There are many organi-
zations that depend on 
numerous small donations. 
Some will ask for people to 
donate the price of a single 
cup of coffee. 

Find out the ways that the 
charities of your choice accept 
donations. Some will take 
money through online plat-
forms; others through in-per-
son drop-offs. Some will invite 
you to participate in fundrais-
ing events. Consider attending 
fundraising galas, holiday din-
ners or going to markets that 
raise money for charitable 
causes. 

Volunteering is another 
excellent way to help the local 
non-profits in your communi-
ty. Donate your time and skills 
in ways that make sense for 
you. Perhaps you can serve 
meals at a community kitchen 
or participate in gift-wrapping 
drives or organize charity 
events. Find how what sort of 
volunteer activities are needed 
and you or your family or a 
group of friends can get 
involved and spread holiday 
cheer.

Supporting local charities 
and nonprofits benefits those 
in need, but it also strength-
ens the sense of community. 
Engage with the organizations 
you care about, the organiza-
tions that are enriching your 
community and helping those 
in need in ways beyond finan-
cial or time donations.

Organizations and Nonprofits
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SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS  |  LOCAL FLAVOR

Local producers can 
flavor your feasts 

with goods that have 
a small carbon 

footprint.

Supporting local food and 
beverage producers during this 
festive time allows you to 
indulge in delightful treats 
while contributing to the 
growth and vitality of your 
community.

OFFERINGS
Local food producers, baker-

ies, wineries and breweries 
often take advantage of the hol-
iday season to showcase their 
finest creations. From artisanal 
chocolates and gourmet treats 
to locally sourced wines and 
craft beers, these offerings are 
ways to impress your guests 
and please your own palate. 

Seeking out these local deli-
cacies enhances your holiday 
experience and supports the 
passion and dedication of 
small businesses in your com-
munity.

Finding the perfect gift for 
loved ones who already have 
everything or for whom space 
is a premium can be a chal-
lenge. Why not consider the 
gift of locally crafted food and 
beverages? These offerings can 
make for excellent presents, 
showcasing the flavors and 
specialties of your region. 
From gift baskets featuring 
artisanal goods to customized 
wine or beer selections, these 
gifts are sure to be cherished 
by recipients.

By choosing local, you can 
delight your friends and family 
with something special and 
unique and contribute to the 
sustainability and growth of 
local businesses.

COMMUNITY 
CONNECTION

Supporting local food and 
beverage producers fosters a 

sense of community around 
food and drink. When you 
choose local products, you are 
directly supporting the hard 
work and creativity of people 
in your community. By build-
ing relationships with local 
producers, you can learn more 
about their craft, their stories 
and the values they uphold. 

This connection adds a per-

sonal touch to your holiday fes-
tivities and deepens your 
appreciation for the rich tapes-
try of flavors and traditions 
within your community.

Many local food and bever-
age producers have a 
deep-rooted connection to 
their region’s culinary heritage. 
By choosing their products, 
you can savor the taste of tradi-

tion. Whether it’s an age-old 
family recipe passed down 
through generations or a tech-
nique that reflects the unique 
geography of the region, these 
local offerings carry a sense of 
history and cultural signifi-
cance. It gives you an opportu-
nity to honor the culinary heri-
tage of your community during 
your holiday meals and cele-
brations.

GREEN ADVANTAGE
Supporting local food and 

beverage producers has a posi-
tive economic effect on your 
community. By choosing local 
products, you contribute to the 
growth of small businesses, job 
creation and the overall eco-
nomic vitality of your region.

Purchasing locally sourced 
food and beverages often 
reduces the carbon footprint 
associated with long-distance 
transportation. By supporting 
local, you play a role in foster-
ing a more sustainable and 
resilient food system.

The Michigan State 
University Extension lists sev-
eral advantages to eating local-
ly produced food including 
that the food has more flavor 
and nutrients because it 
arrives on your plate close to 
when it was harvested and it 
was picked at the height of its 
ripeness. Local food also pro-
motes a safer food supply — 
since the food doesn’t travel as 
far, there are fewer opportuni-
ties for contaminants to be 
introduced.

Make this holiday season a 
time to appreciate and support 
the local flavors that make 
your community special.

Food and Beverages
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SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS  |  UNIQUE GIFTS

Embrace the spirit of 
giving by supporting 

local artisans and 
businesses when 

doing your holiday 
shopping. 

In a world dominated by 
mass-produced goods, shop-
ping local allows you to find 
unique items and contributes 
to the growth and vitality of 
your community. The holidays 
can be an excellent time to 
explore the wealth of local tal-
ent and craftsmanship.

DECORATIONS
Shopping local can lead to 

the discovery of unique and 
handmade decorations that 
can brighten your home and 
give it a personalized feel. 
Local artisans and crafters 
offer a wide range of exquisite 
creations, from intricately 
crafted ornaments to stunning 
wreaths and festive home 
décor. 

Supporting the creative tal-
ents of individuals in your 
community provides you with 
the opportunity to adorn your 
home with beautiful pieces. 
Often, these pieces come with 
stories that you can learn 
directly from the creator and 
then share with those who are 
guests in your home. 

CUSTOM-MADE GIFTS
Shopping local often lets 

you purchase directly from an 
item’s creator and develop a 
relationship with them. Doing 
so means you might be able to 

put in custom orders or ask 
for gifts that are personalized.

Many local businesses spe-
cialize in providing personal-
ized items such as mono-
grammed products, engraved 
jewelry or custom artwork. 

These gifts carry a personal 
touch, allowing you to show 
your loved ones just how much 
you care.

Some artists will accept 
commissions and you can 
have pieces created that will 

fill the person you are giving 
the gift to with delight. Just 
be sure to order well in 
advance and observe the art-
ists’ policies for commissions. 
In most cases, this is not the 
place to barter as you are not 

only paying for the gift, but 
for the artist’s time and cre-
ativity.

FINDING GIFTS
Many communities organize 

local holiday markets and 
fairs, transforming their 
streets into vibrant hubs of 
festive cheer. These events 
bring together a diverse range 
of local vendors, artisans and 
food producers, offering a 
treasure trove of unique gifts 
and delectable treats. 

Attending these markets 
and fairs serves the dual pur-
pose of checking items off 
your gift list with an array of 
local offerings and providing 
you with an enjoyable holiday 
activity that you can do with 
friends and family.

Local boutiques and galler-
ies are hidden delights brim-
ming with unique gift options. 
These establishments show-
case the work of local artists, 
designers and creators, filled 
with exceptional items not 
found in mainstream retail 
stores. 

Whether it is handcrafted 
jewelry, original artwork or 
artisanal clothing, these local 
businesses offer creative shop-
ping experiences filled with 
individuality.

Let your holiday shopping 
journey lead you through the 
path of local stores where you 
can support your neighbors 
who are artisans, crafters and 
business owners. Doing so lets 
you shower your loved ones 
with unique and meaningful 
gifts while contributing to the 
vibrancy and resilience of 
your community. 

One-of-a-Kind Gifts
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SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS  |  UNITING LOCAL BUSINESSES

Local businesses can 
collaborate for 

collective promotion 
and creating gift 

bundles.

When local businesses work 
together, by doing such things 
as collectively promoting their 
offerings and creating exclu-
sive local gift bundles, they 
can showcase their collective 
diversity, amplify their reach 
and offer convenience to 
shoppers while celebrating 
the unique creativity of their 
local community.

COLLECTIVE 
PROMOTION

To maximize their reach 
and attract a wider customer 
base, local businesses can join 
forces in a collaborative holi-
day promotion campaign. 
Through joint advertising, 
social media campaigns or 
themed events, businesses 
can cross-promote each oth-
er’s products and services. 

By presenting a united 
front, they showcase the 
wealth of local offerings and 
encourage shoppers to 
explore the collective diversity 
of their community. For 
instance, a local bookstore 
might team up with a nearby 
café to offer a “Books & 
Brews” event where custom-
ers can enjoy discounts on 
books while savoring delicious 
local coffee.

By collaborating, businesses 
can pool resources, increase 
visibility and create a buzz 

that draws customers to their 
establishments. 

LOCAL GIFT BUNDLES
Another enticing way to 

promote local businesses 
during the holidays is by cre-
ating exclusive gift bundles 
that feature products from 
multiple local establishments. 
These specially curated bun-

dles provide shoppers with 
convenient options for unique 
and meaningful gifts.

Imagine a beautifully 
arranged holiday basket filled 
with locally roasted coffee, 
handmade chocolates, artis-
anal soaps, small pieces of art 
and locally crafted accesso-
ries. By combining products 
from various local businesses, 

these gift bundles showcase 
the creativity and craftsman-
ship of the community while 
offering a one-stop solution 
for shoppers seeking distinc-
tive presents.

Local businesses can collab-
orate to create themed bun-
dles based on interests like 
gourmet foods, wellness prod-
ucts, outdoors and sports, 

local history or handmade 
crafts, giving customers a 
delightful array of choices and 
showcasing the best their 
community has to offer.

BENEFITS
The collaborative approach 

and exclusive gift bundles 
bring numerous benefits to 
both businesses and shoppers. 
For businesses, collective pro-
motion allows them to tap 
into new customer segments 
and expand their reach 
beyond individual spheres. By 
partnering with complemen-
tary businesses, they can 
leverage shared resources, 
enhance brand visibility, and 
foster a sense of community.

Furthermore, exclusive gift 
bundles provide an opportuni-
ty to cross-promote products 
and encourage customers to 
explore offerings they may not 
have otherwise considered.

Shoppers, on the other 
hand, benefit from the conve-
nience of finding unique and 
locally sourced gifts in one 
place. The curated bundles 
alleviate the stress of searching 
for the perfect presents and 
allow customers to support 
multiple local businesses with 
a single purchase. Moreover, 
the diversity of products within 
the bundles showcases the rich 
tapestry of talent and creativity 
in their community, making 
each gift a true representation 
of their local identity.

By coming together, local 
businesses can make this holi-
day season a memorable one, 
fostering a sense of pride and 
celebration for all who choose 
to shop locally.

Banding Together
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SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS  |  VIRTUAL SHOPPING

Technology  
provides incredible 

opportunities to 
connect with 
customers in 

innovative ways.

Virtual shopping events can 
bridge the gap between busi-
nesses and customers, foster-
ing community engagement 
and supporting local econo-
mies. By incorporating live 
product demonstrations, vir-
tual tours, interactive Q&A 
sessions and online gift regis-
tries, local businesses can 
thrive and offer a unique 
shopping experience that 
transcends physical boundar-
ies.

VIRTUAL SHOPPING 
EVENTS

Virtual shopping events 
allow customers to engage 
with local businesses from the 
comfort of their homes. This 
is especially appealing to peo-
ple with transportation issues, 
disabilities or health-related 
issues that require them to 
limit contact with people who 
might carry diseases.

These events provide an 
opportunity for businesses to 
showcase their products, ser-
vices and the passion behind 
their craft. For example, a local 
boutique can host a live fash-
ion show, presenting their lat-
est collection and offering styl-
ing tips. Similarly, a local arti-
san can conduct a live demon-
stration of their craft, sharing 
their artistic process and invit-

ing viewers to witness the cre-
ation of unique pieces.

By leveraging technology, 
businesses can connect with 
customers near and far, 
breaking barriers of distance 
and opening doors to new 
markets.

To enhance the virtual 
shopping experience, busi-
nesses can offer virtual tours 
of their workshops or studios, 
giving customers a behind-
the-scenes glimpse into their 

creative process. This adds a 
personal touch and allows 
customers to better under-
stand the skill and dedication 
that goes into each product. 

Hosting interactive Q&A 
sessions with local artisans or 
experts provides customers 
with an opportunity to con-
nect directly with creators, 
ask questions and gain 
insights into their work.

By fostering these interac-
tive experiences, businesses 

can build trust, establish rela-
tionships and create a sense 
of connection that goes 
beyond a mere transaction.

ONLINE GIFT 
REGISTRIES

Once the purview of 
engaged couples and expect-
ing parents, gift registries 
have expanded for all sorts of 
occasions, including the holi-
days. Local businesses can set 
up online gift registries, even 

collaborating with neighbor-
ing shops, to add convenience 
and personalization to the vir-
tual shopping experience.

By allowing customers to 
create personalized wish lists 
or gift registries, businesses 
can help customers curate 
their desired items from vari-
ous local establishments. This 
simplifies the shopping pro-
cess for customers and pro-
motes collaboration and 
cross-promotion among local 
businesses.

Friends and family can easi-
ly access the registry, select 
items to purchase and support 
multiple local businesses with 
their gift choices. Online gift 
registries serve as a digital 
marketplace that encourages 
customers to explore the 
diverse offerings of their com-
munity, fostering a sense of 
unity and collective support.

BUILDING COMMUNITY
All these ideas offer local 

businesses an opportunity to 
thrive and adapt in an increas-
ingly digital world. By 
embracing technology, busi-
nesses extend their reach, 
connect with customers 
beyond their physical location 
and cultivate a sense of com-
munity engagement. Through 
these virtual interactions, 
businesses can forge lasting 
connections, educate custom-
ers about their craft and cre-
ate memorable experiences.

Moreover, virtual shopping 
events empower customers to 
support local businesses, dis-
cover unique products and 
contribute to the growth of 
their community’s economy.

Communities and Technology
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