
Follow the Rules for Sales 
Holding a garage sale 
can be complicated, 
and it goes beyond 

just what to sell and 
how much to ask for 

it. Many states, 
municipalities and 

homeowners associa-
tions have rules gov-

erning your sale, 
including when you 
can have them, how 

long you can have 
them and how big 

they can be. 
Furthermore, with the coro-

navirus pandemic, some 
states and cities have rules 
about gatherings, including 
garage sales. 

STATE RULES
Most state rules around 

garage and yard sales revolve 
around sales taxes. Because 
these kinds of sales are occa-
sional sales, they are usually 
not taxable. If you’re joining a 
larger sale or flea market, you 
may be subject to sales tax; 
ask that vendor for more 
information. 

LOCAL RULES
Cities, counties and other 

municipalities often have 

rules that govern garage and 
yard sales. Some areas, such 
as Daytona Beach, Florida, 
require permitting. Fees for 
that city are only $5, but no 
more than three garage sale 
permits may be issued to one 
residence or family per calen-
dar year. The permit also lim-
its the sale to no more than 
the daylight hours of three 
days or two consecutive 
weekends of Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Other regulations may reg-

ulate sales and advertising for 
garage and yard sales. In 
Gwinnett County, Georgia, 
signs must be placed in the 
right of way, generally 12 feet 
from the curb or pavement 
edge. Signs in that county are 
prohibited from being placed 
on trees, utility poles and traf-
fic control signs or devices. 
Only four signs are allowed 
with each sign limited to four 
square feet per lot or just one 
sign limited to 16 square feet 
per lot. A sign permit is not 

required as long as these signs 
aren’t banners. 

CITY RULES
City rules regarding garage 

and yard sales are usually 
much the same as county 
rules. The laws often govern 
how often sales can be held, 
how many days sales can run 
and signage for garage and 
yard sales. Some cities — and 
counties — may have rules 
regarding what you can sell. 
Animals, for instance, may be 

prohibited for sale at garage 
sales and some municipalities 
may also ban weapons and 
the sale of household  
chemicals. 

PANDEMIC RULES
During the COVID-19 pan-

demic many areas put limita-
tions on how many people 
could gather. In Oak Park, 
Illinois, the city issued special 
guidance for garage sales 
during the pandemic. These 
included recommendations 
to limiting the number of cus-
tomers at a given time, setting 
up tables and chairs at least 
six feet apart, using tape to 
encourage a one-way flow for 
customers, asking customers 
to maintain social distancing, 
wearing face coverings during 
the sale, cleaning tables and 
chairs several times a day, 
making sure merchandise is 
washed or wiped down before 
being offered for sale, and 
having hand sanitizer  
available. 

In Santa Ana, California, 
indoor sales were prohibited 
and outdoor sales were limit-
ed to certain weekends and 
had limited hours. Sales also 
had to follow COVID-19 safety 
precautions in addition to the 
regular city rules for garage 
sales and advertising. This 
included wearing face cover-
ings at all times and practic-
ing social distancing as 
required by state health 
orders. 
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AD SPACE

Holding a garage sale can be complicated, 
and it goes beyond just what to sell and how 
much to ask for it. Many states, municipali-

ties and homeowners associations have rules 
governing your sale, including when you can 
have them, how long you can have them and 

how big they can be. 

SELLER’S TIP

Take COVID-19 Precautions
Even if your area doesn’t require pandemic precautions, it may make some shoppers feel more comfortable in coming to 
your sale. Consider putting out sanitizer and wearing masks or having masks available. 
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