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There’s something to be 
said for predictability, 
and the 2024 Lexus NX 

says it loudly.
If you’ve owned a Lexus 

or know anything about the 
brand, the NX delivers 
exactly what’s expected: a 
buttery driving feel, quality 
materials in its cabin, ample 
tech features and a reputa-
tion for dependability.

That makes it a great 
choice for people who use 
logic to shop. It’s not very 
exciting, at least from an 
Earth-shaking engine and 
wild styling standpoint, but 
it does deliver what a lot of 
luxury buyers are looking 
for in everyday driving: 
comfort, style and value.

If the NX were to surprise 
anyone, it would be because 
of the number of power-
trains offered. There are 
four, including two gasoline 
engines and two hybrid 
options.

The base model is fitted 
with a 2.5-liter, four-cylinder 
engine that makes 203 
horsepower, enough to 
reach 60 mph in a somewhat 
sluggish 8.2 seconds, Lexus 
claims.

On the upside, it delivers 
a whole lot of value with a 
base price around $40,000. It 
also gets a decent gas-mile-
age rating from the wonks 
in Washington, 28 miles per 
gallon in combined city and 
highway driving.

If you want more power 

and have around $4,000 
extra to spend, a turbo-
charged gasoline engine can 
get you to 60 mph in 6.6 sec-
onds, a much better match 
for a premium car. It also 
comes with all-wheel drive.

Drivers who want better 
gas mileage can choose 
from two different hybrid 
powertrains.

The traditional hybrid, 
called the NX 350h, uses a 
gasoline engine and two 
electric motors to earn a 
39-mpg rating.

A plug-in hybrid, awk-
wardly called the NX 450h+, 
can drive for up to 37 miles 

on battery power alone 
before the engine kicks in. 
To me, this is a great choice 
for people who want to dip 
their toes into driving an 
electric car but don’t want to 
deal with the downsides.

My tester, the 350h tradi-
tional hybrid, was perhaps 
the best choice for this vehi-
cle’s mission. It’s quiet, high-
ly practical and also a terrif-
ic value starting under 
$44,000.

I liked a lot of things 
about it — the stylish but not 
overly aggressive body, the 
sumptuously soft leather in 
the cabin, the hushed 

sounds on city streets — but 
would improve two things if 
I could wave my magic 
wand.

One, I’d want it to be a lit-
tle quieter at highway 
speeds. There’s more wind 
noise than I’d like to hear in 
a Lexus.

Two, I can’t help but wish 
for a little more excitement 
somewhere in the lineup. 
You can buy it with the F 
SPORT package, both on the 
NX 350 and the 450h+, 
which might help matters 
compared to my soft-
er-tuned Luxury-trim tester.

As for money, I think the 

lower end trims deliver a lot 
of value for where they’re 
priced. As is traditional 
from upscale brands, the 
case is less compelling once 
you add on pricey options. I 
was surprised — well, as sur-
prised as one can be about 
an NX — that Lexus added 
roughly $10,000 in options 
onto an already well-
equipped car with a base 
price around $49,000.

For people who can con-
trol their option-sheet 

impulses, it makes more 
sense. It includes a lot of 
technology and upscale 
design for the money, 
including a standard 9.8-
inch touchscreen that runs 
Lexus’ new digital interface, 
which recently underwent a 
dramatic improvement.

Base prices are $40,205 
for the NX 250, $43,965 for 
the turbocharged NX 350, 
$43,805 for the NX 350h 
hybrid and $58,655 for the 
NX 450h+ plug-in hybrid.
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With a starting price around $40,000, the 2024 Lexus NX offers a smooth ride and good 
value in a luxury crossover.

The Lexus Ethos
NX Crossover Lives Up to Luxury Brand’s Reputation

What was tested? 2024 
Lexus NX 350h Luxury 
($48,795). Options: Cold 
area package ($250), ad-
vanced park ($480), 20-inch 
wheels ($1,310), digital 
rearview mirror ($200), 
panoramic view monitor 
($1,070), triple beam head-
lamps ($850), Mark Levinson 
Premium Audio ($1,020), 
power folding heated rear 
seats ($1,030), wireless 
phone charger ($450), 
carpet cargo mat ($140), 
cargo net ($75), key glove 
($25), illuminated cargo sills 
($300), mudguards ($165), 
rear puddle lamp ($150), 
illuminated door sills ($460), 
cross bars ($395). Price as 
tested (including $1,150 
destination charge): $58,445

By The Numbers
Wheelbase: 105.9 in.

Length: 183.5 in.
Width: 73.4 in.
Height: 65.8 in.
Power: 2.5-liter engine plus 
electric motors (240 com-
bined system horsepower)
Transmission: Continuously 
variable
Fuel economy: 41 city, 37 
highway

RATINGS
Style: 9
Performance: 6
Price: 9
Handling: 6
Ride: 8
Comfort: 9
Quality: 10
Overall: 7

Why buy it? It’s quiet, 
comfortable, luxurious and 
dependable, exactly what 
one would expect from a 
Lexus crossover. 
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There’s something to be said 
for predictability, and the 
2024 Lexus NX says it loudly.

If you’ve owned a Lexus or know 
anything about the brand, the NX 
delivers exactly what’s expected: a 
buttery driving feel, quality mate-
rials in its cabin, ample tech fea-
tures and a reputation for depend-
ability.

That makes it a great choice for 
people who use logic to shop. It’s 
not very exciting, at least from an 
Earth-shaking engine and wild 
styling standpoint, but it does 
deliver what a lot of luxury buyers 
are looking for in everyday driving: 
comfort, style and value.

If the NX were to surprise any-
one, it would be because of the 
number of powertrains offered. 
There are four, including two gaso-
line engines and two hybrid 
options.

The base model is fitted with a 
2.5-liter, four-cylinder engine that 
makes 203 horsepower, enough to 
reach 60 mph in a somewhat slug-
gish 8.2 seconds, Lexus claims.

On the upside, it delivers a 
whole lot of value with a base price 
around $40,000. It also gets a 
decent gas-mileage rating from the 
wonks in Washington, 28 miles per 
gallon in combined city and high-
way driving.

If you want more power and 

have around $4,000 extra to spend, 
a turbocharged gasoline engine 
can get you to 60 mph in 6.6 sec-
onds, a much better match for a 
premium car. It also comes with 
all-wheel drive.

Drivers who want better gas 
mileage can choose from two dif-
ferent hybrid powertrains.

The traditional hybrid, called 
the NX 350h, uses a gasoline 

engine and two electric motors to 
earn a 39-mpg rating.

A plug-in hybrid, awkwardly 
called the NX 450h+, can drive for 
up to 37 miles on battery power 
alone before the engine kicks in. 
To me, this is a great choice for 
people who want to dip their toes 
into driving an electric car but 
don’t want to deal with the down-
sides.

My tester, the 350h traditional 
hybrid, was perhaps the best 
choice for this vehicle’s mission. 
It’s quiet, highly practical and also 
a terrific value starting under 
$44,000.

I liked a lot of things about it — 
the stylish but not overly aggres-
sive body, the sumptuously soft 
leather in the cabin, the hushed 
sounds on city streets — but would 

improve two things if I could wave 
my magic wand.

One, I’d want it to be a little qui-
eter at highway speeds. There’s 
more wind noise than I’d like to 
hear in a Lexus.

Two, I can’t help but wish for a 
little more excitement somewhere 
in the lineup. You can buy it with 
the F SPORT package, both on the 
NX 350 and the 450h+, which 
might help matters compared to 
my softer-tuned Luxury-trim tes-
ter.

As for money, I think the lower 
end trims deliver a lot of value for 
where they’re priced. As is tradi-
tional from upscale brands, the 
case is less compelling once you 
add on pricey options. I was sur-
prised — well, as surprised as one 
can be about an NX — that Lexus 
added roughly $10,000 in options 
onto an already well-equipped car 
with a base price around $49,000.

For people who can control 
their option-sheet impulses, it 
makes more sense. It includes a lot 
of technology and upscale design 
for the money, including a stan-
dard 9.8-inch touchscreen that 
runs Lexus’ new digital interface, 
which recently underwent a dra-
matic improvement.

Base prices are $40,205 for the 
NX 250, $43,965 for the turbo-
charged NX 350, $43,805 for the NX 
350h hybrid and $58,655 for the NX 
450h+ plug-in hybrid.

A 9.8-inch touchscreen comes standard in the 2024 NX.

 

A CLOSER LOOK

What was tested? 2024 Lexus NX 350h Luxury ($48,795). 
Options: Cold area package ($250), advanced park ($480), 
20-inch wheels ($1,310), digital rearview mirror ($200), pano-
ramic view monitor ($1,070), triple beam headlamps ($850), 
Mark Levinson Premium Audio ($1,020), power folding heat-
ed rear seats ($1,030), wireless phone charger ($450), carpet 
cargo mat ($140), cargo net ($75), key glove ($25), illuminat-
ed cargo sills ($300), mudguards ($165), rear puddle lamp 
($150), illuminated door sills ($460), cross bars ($395). Price 
as tested (including $1,150 destination charge): $58,445

RATINGS
Style: 9
Performance: 6
Price: 9
Handling: 6
Ride: 8
Comfort: 9
Quality: 10
Overall: 7Overall: 9

Why buy it? 
It’s quiet, comfortable, luxurious 
and dependable, exactly what 
one would expect from a Lexus 
crossover.

AT A GLANCE FACTS, FIGURES AND RATINGS

By The Numbers
Wheelbase: 105.9 in.
Length: 183.5 in.
Width: 73.4 in.
Height: 65.8 in.
Power: 2.5-liter engine plus electric motors (240 com-
bined system horsepower)
Transmission: Continuously variable
Fuel economy: 41 city, 37 highway

The Lexus Ethos
NX Crossover Lives Up to Luxury Brand’s Reputation


