CAR
A Great Truck You Can’t Buy

2023 Ford Maverick Has High MPG, Higher Demand

By Derek Price
CARGAZING.COM

hen you close your
eyes and imagine a
hybrid vehicle that

gets 40 miles per gallon in
the city, what comes to
mind?
Probably not a pickup.
The Ford Maverick is
changing that, though, by
not only offering an extreme-
ly fuel-efficient hybrid pow-
ertrain but making it the
most affordable base model.
For the second week in a
row I'm finding myself
behind the wheel of a
Maverick, this time the
hybrid flavor focused more
on fuel efficiency than off-
road adventures like last
week’s Tremor.
The differences between
the two versions are striking.
Compared to the Maverick
Tremor, which comes with
off-road gear and a beefy
look, the hybrid Maverick
feels softer, friendlier and
more car-like. It’s the version
I'd pick because it fits my
city-dweller lifestyle better.
The hybrid drivetrain fea-
tures a 2.5-liter engine and
94-kW electric motor coupled
to a continuously variable
transmission. It’s not as quick
as the turbocharged engine in
other, non-hybrid Mavericks,
but it’s undeniably smooth
and has decent acceleration
with 191 horsepower on tap.
Its biggest selling point, of
course, is the ridiculously
good gas mileage it delivers.
The EPA'’s fuel-measuring

The Ford Maverick offers a hybrid powertrain on its most affordable base model. The federal government rates it at 40
mpg in city driving.

wonks in Washington give it
a rating of 40 mpg in city
driving and 33 on the high-
way, and my real-world driv-
ing resulted in similar num-
bers. It’s legit, a pickup that
sips fuel like a miserly econ-
omy car.

It also does some legit
truck stuff, albeit the
light-duty variety. With a pay-
load rating of 1,500 pounds,
Ford says it has the space
and ability to carry a stan-
dard sized ATV. Its tow rating
of 2,000 pounds is “enough

for a pair of personal water-
craft or a good-sized pop-up
camper trailer,” Ford claims.

I didn’t tow anything
during my weeklong test, but
I did do lots of gardening
errands while I had the per-
fect vehicle for it. I filled the
bed with bags of mulch and
moved some office furniture,
the kinds of things trucks are
most useful for.

They’re also things that
make a full-size truck feel
like complete overkill. I
loved how easy the pint-sized

Maverick is to load and
unload. For me, at least, it
worked even better and
more comfortably than a big-
ger truck would have.

Its downsides are the
same as the version I drove
last week. It feels like it’s
designed primarily to
achieve a low price, with
more plastic inside than
most new pickups. It’s also
not as quiet or refined as
most trucks for sale today.

Considering many people
don’t need or want their

truck to feel like a luxury,
those apparent downsides
also makes me appreciate
the Maverick even more. It’s
pragmatic. It’s logical. It’s an
outlier, a contrarian and a
rebel going against the grain
of the rest of the truck world,
which I can't help but find
endearing.

Assuming you can actually
get one and don’t have to pay
a king’s ransom to a dealer,
the Maverick has terrific
pricing. The MSRP for the
hybrid base model, which I

WHAT WAS TESTED?

2023 Ford Maverick
Lariat FWD ($27,955)

Wheelbase: 121.1in.
Length: 199.7 in.
Width: 72.6 in.

Height: 68.7 in.

Power: 2.5-liter gasoline
engine and 94-kW electric
motor (191 total system
hp)

Transmission:
Continuously variable
Fuel economy: 40 city,
33 highway

Why buy it?

The hybrid version of

the Ford Maverick gets
insanely good gas mileage
in city driving. It’s the
perfect solution for people
who think midsize trucks
are overkill.

think is the best one, is just
$22,595.

Unfortunately, demand
seems to be outstripping sup-
ply for this truck. Right now,
Ford’s website has this prom-
inent note on the Maverick’s
page: “Due to high demand,
the current model year is no
longer available for retail
order.”

That means I'm writing a
review about a vehicle you
can't go out and buy. It’s a
great product at a great price,
and apparently that’s just too
much for our post-pandemic
world to handle.
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and imagine a hybrid vehi-
cle that gets 40 miles per

gallon in the city, what comes to
mind?

Probably not a pickup.

The Ford Maverick is changing
that, though, by not only offering
an extremely fuel-efficient hybrid
powertrain but making it the most
affordable base model.

For the second week in a row
I'm finding myself behind the
wheel of a Maverick, this time the
hybrid flavor focused more on fuel
efficiency than off-road adventures
like last week’s Tremor.

The differences between the two
versions are striking.

Compared to the Maverick
Tremor, which comes with off-road
gear and a beefy look, the hybrid
Maverick feels softer, friendlier
and more car-like. It’s the version
I'd pick because it fits my
city-dweller lifestyle better.

The hybrid drivetrain features a
2.5-liter engine and 94-kW electric
motor coupled to a continuously
variable transmission. It’s not as
quick as the turbocharged engine
in other, non-hybrid Mavericks, but
it's undeniably smooth and has
decent acceleration with 191 horse-
power on tap.

Its biggest selling point, of
course, is the ridiculously good gas
mileage it delivers.

A CLOSER LOOK

2023 Ford Maverick Has High MPG, Higher
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The Maverick comes standard with an eight-inch touchscreen that runs Apple CarPlay and Android Auto.

The EPA’s fuel-measuring wonks
in Washington give it a rating of 40
mpg in city driving and 33 on the
highway, and my real-world driving
resulted in similar numbers. It’s
legit, a pickup that sips fuel like a
miserly economy car.

It also does some legit truck
stuff, albeit the light-duty variety.

With a payload rating of 1,500
pounds, Ford says it has the space
and ability to carry a standard
sized ATV. Its tow rating of 2,000
pounds is “enough for a pair of
personal watercraft or a good-sized
pop-up camper trailer,” Ford
claims.

I didn’t tow anything during my

AT A G LAN C E FACTS, FIGURES AND RATINGS

What was tested? 2023 Ford Maverick Lariat FWD
($27,955).

Options: Floor liners ($135), black appearance package
($1,645), Ford Co-Pilot 360 ($650), spray-in bed liner ($495),
4G WiFi hot spot removal ($20). Price as tested (including
$1,495 destination charge): $32,395.

Wheelbase: 121.1in.

Length: 199.7 in.

Width: 72.6 in.

Height: 68.7 in.

Power: 2.5-liter gasoline engine and 94-kW electric
motor (191 total system hp)

Transmission: Continuously variable

Fuel economy: 40 city, 33 highway

weeklong test, but I did do lots of
gardening errands while I had the
perfect vehicle for it. I filled the
bed with bags of mulch and moved
some office furniture, the kinds of
things trucks are most useful for.
They're also things that make a
full-size truck feel like complete
overkill. I loved how easy the pint-

RATINGS
Style: 7
Performance: 4
Price: 10
Handling: 6
Ride: 6
Comfort: 6
Quality: 6
Overall: 8

Demand

sized Maverick is to load and
unload. For me, at least, it worked
even better and more comfortably
than a bigger truck would have.

Its downsides are the same as
the version I drove last week. It
feels like it’s designed primarily to
achieve a low price, with more
plastic inside than most new pick-
ups. It’s also not as quiet or refined
as most trucks for sale today.

Considering many people don’t
need or want their truck to feel like
a luxury, those apparent downsides
also makes me appreciate the
Maverick even more. It’s pragmatic.
It’s logical. It’s an outlier, a contrari-
an and a rebel going against the
grain of the rest of the truck world,
which I can’t help but find endear-
ing.

Assuming you can actually get
one and don'’t have to pay a king’s
ransom to a dealer, the Maverick
has terrific pricing. The MSRP for
the hybrid base model, which I
think is the best one, is just $22,595.

Unfortunately, demand seems to
be outstripping supply for this
truck. Right now, Ford’s website has
this prominent note on the
Maverick’s page: “Due to high
demand, the current model year is
no longer available for retail order.”

That means I'm writing a review
about a vehicle you can't go out and
buy. It’s a great product at a great
price, and apparently that’s just too
much for our post-pandemic world
to handle.

Why buy it?

The hybrid version of the Ford
Maverick gets insanely good
gas mileage in city driving. It’s
the perfect solution for people
who think midsize trucks are
overkill.



