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ife is short, it’s said. And
Lin America, it’s getting
even shorter these days.

Life expectancy in this
country has dropped precipi-
tously two years in a row,
according to the Centers for
Disease Control, at least in
part because our waistlines
continue to grow.

The redesigned Kia
Sportage is trying to do the
opposite: get portlier while
lasting longer.

The Sportage, long consid-
ered a small crossover, grows
a whole lot bigger after its
clean-sheet overhaul for
2023. It’s about half an inch
wider and taller than before,
plus a whopping 7.1 inches
longer. That’s perfect for us
growing Americans.

Unlike our flabby, COVID-
ravaged bodies, though, new
Kias seem to be getter dra-
matically healthier recently.

For the first time ever, Kia
is the No. 1 brand in J.D.
Power’s widely-tracked
Vehicle Dependability Study,
which surveys owners over
three years about how many
problems they had with their
vehicles.

If they were people, Kias
would be cover models on
fitness magazines.

That presents a problem
for the Korean brand because
it spent decades building the
automotive version of me:
balding, pudgy, middle-aged
cars who definitely are not
cover-model material.

Fresh and Reliable

All-New Sportage Comes From Most Dependable Brand, According to Surveys
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More than seven inches longer than last year’s version, the all-new 2023 Kia Sportage is roomier and more refined than

before.

The new Sportage does a
lot to change that reputation.
It’s still a good value, deliver-
ing ample content and space
for the money.

At the same time, nothing
about it feels cheap.

Its redesigned body looks
gorgeous, at least by afford-
able-small-crossover stan-
dards. It’s sleek, contempo-
rary and fresh without stray-
ing too far from the familiar
crossover shape that sells
bazillions of copies in
America every year. I

thought my tester looked
especially handsome in
matte gray paint.

If you're on a hunt for the
nicest cabin in a mainstream
crossover, you'd be hard
pressed to beat this one, too.
After this redesign, the
Sportage looks and feels a lot
like a scaled-down version of
its bigger, pricier sibling, the
Telluride, which raked in
awards after it hit the market
a few years ago.

I think Kia’s interior
designers hit a home run

with this car. Granted, my
tester was a loaded SX
Prestige model with lots of
features and some upgraded
materials that could have
swayed my perception, but if
I covered up the Kia badge
on the steering wheel, I'd
swear I was sitting inside
something expensive and
German.

Part of that perception is
because of the optional dual
panoramic curved display
that covers a huge part of the
dash with digital screens. It

seamlessly fuses two different
12.1-inch panels together to
sweep from behind the steer-
ing wheel almost all the way
over to the passenger side of
the vehicle, something I've
only seen in pricey, high-end
luxury cars before now.

The price of my tester was
around $38,000, hardly luxu-
ry territory, but it came
equipped with a lot of the
content I'd expect in a pricier
car, including lane keeping
assist, smart cruise control, a
panoramic sunroof and ven-

WHAT WAS TESTED?

2023 Kia Sportage
SX-Prestige AWD
($36,190)

Wheelbase: 108.5 in.
Length: 183.5in.
Width: 73.4in.
Height: 65.4 in.
Powertrain: 1.6-liter
turbocharged four
cylinder and 44-kW motor
(combined 227 hp, 258
lbs. ft.)

Transmission: Six-
speed automatic

Fuel economy: 38 city,
38 highway

Why buy it?

The Sportage has been
completely redesigned
for 2023 with more space,
style, technology and
refinement.

tilated seats.

One place it feels like Kia
skimped is in performance,
though. It’s not a quick vehi-
cle, even with the upgraded
hybrid drivetrain that deliv-
ers 227 horsepower between
a turbocharged gasoline
engine and an electric motor.
It'’s more about fuel efficien-
cy than thrills.

Pricing starts at $26,290
for the 2.5-liter gasoline ver-
sion and just $1,200 more for
the hybrid, which offers bet-
ter performance and fuel
economy. I think it’s well
worth the extra money.
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ife is short, it’s said. And in
LAmerica, it’s getting even short-
er these days.

Life expectancy in this country
has dropped precipitously two
years in a row, according to the
Centers for Disease Control, at least
in part because our waistlines con-
tinue to grow.

The redesigned Kia Sportage is
trying to do the opposite: get portli-
er while lasting longer.

The Sportage, long considered a
small crossover, grows a whole lot
bigger after its clean-sheet overhaul
for 2023. It’s about half an inch
wider and taller than before, plus a
whopping 7.1 inches longer. That’s
perfect for us growing Americans.

Unlike our flabby, COVID-
ravaged bodies, though, new Kias
seem to be getter dramatically
healthier recently.

For the first time ever, Kia is the
No. 1 brand in J.D. Power’s wide-
ly-tracked Vehicle Dependability
Study, which surveys owners over
three years about how many prob-
lems they had with their vehicles.

If they were people, Kias would
be cover models on fitness maga-
zines.

That presents a problem for the
Korean brand because it spent
decades building the automotive
version of me: balding, pudgy, mid-
dle-aged cars who definitely are not

A CLOSER LOOK

An optional panoramic curved display fuses two 12.1-inch screens together for a seamless digital look across the

dash.

cover-model material.

The new Sportage does a lot to
change that reputation. It’s still a
good value, delivering ample con-
tent and space for the money.

At the same time, nothing about
it feels cheap.

Its redesigned body looks gor-
geous, at least by afford-
able-small-crossover standards. It’s

sleek, contemporary and fresh
without straying too far from the
familiar crossover shape that sells
bazillions of copies in America
every year. I thought my tester
looked especially handsome in
matte gray paint.

If you're on a hunt for the nicest
cabin in a mainstream crossover,
you'd be hard pressed to beat this

AT A G LAN C E FACTS, FIGURES AND RATINGS

one, too. After this redesign, the
Sportage looks and feels a lot like a
scaled-down version of its bigger,
pricier sibling, the Telluride, which
raked in awards after it hit the mar-
ket a few years ago.

I think Kia’s interior designers
hit a home run with this car.
Granted, my tester was a loaded SX
Prestige model with lots of features

and some upgraded materials that
could have swayed my perception,
but if I covered up the Kia badge on
the steering wheel, I'd swear I was
sitting inside something expensive
and German.

Part of that perception is because
of the optional dual panoramic
curved display that covers a huge
part of the dash with digital screens.
It seamlessly fuses two different
12.1-inch panels together to sweep
from behind the steering wheel
almost all the way over to the pas-
senger side of the vehicle, some-
thing I've only seen in pricey, high-
end luxury cars before now.

The price of my tester was
around $38,000, hardly luxury terri-
tory, but it came equipped with a
lot of the content I'd expect in a
pricier car, including lane keeping
assist, smart cruise control, a pan-
oramic sunroof and ventilated
seats.

One place it feels like Kia
skimped is in performance, though.
It’s not a quick vehicle, even with
the upgraded hybrid drivetrain that
delivers 227 horsepower between a
turbocharged gasoline engine and
an electric motor. It's more about
fuel efficiency than thrills.

Pricing starts at $26,290 for the
2.5-liter gasoline version and just
$1,200 more for the hybrid, which
offers better performance and fuel
economy. I think it’s well worth the
extra money.

What was tested? 2023 Kia Sportage SX-Prestige AWD Wheelbase: 108.5 in. RATINGS Why buy it?
($36,190). Length: 183.5in. Style: 9 The Sportage has been com-
Options: Matte gray paint ($595), carpeted floor mats Width: 73.4in. Performance: 6 pletely redesigned for 2023
($155) Price as tested (including $1,215 destination charge): Height: 65.4 in. Price: 9 with more space, style, technol-
$38,155. Powertrain: 1.6-liter turbocharged four cylinder and Handling: 7 ogy and refinement.

44-kW motor (combined 227 hp, 258 lbs. ft.) Ride: 6

Transmission: Six-speed automatic Comfort: 8

Fuel economy: 38 city, 38 highway Quality: 8

Overall: 8




